
Creating the Herndon 2030 Comprehensive Plan

Public Meeting Summary Notes

March 24, 2007

Background Report Comments

 Change housing unit graph to combine top two bars so the 1990 decade is not split into
two

 Compare Herndon demographics and housing to smaller jurisdictions such as Vienna, City
of Fairfax, Falls Church, Leesburg, and Alexandria. Report’s comparison to Fairfax
County may not be significant or relevant.

Land Use Comments

 An up-to-date existing land use map is needed.

 Metro/Rail Station Planning should start now!

 Metro station plan is critical to the Town, so it can anticipate future development and
impacts on existing development.

 Consideration should be given to including qualified older neighborhoods into the
Heritage Preservation District.

 Look at other jurisdictions policies and impacts on rail station development.

Transportation Comments

 Transportation Plan needs to include multi-modal policies including rail, bikes, trails,
sidewalks and it needs to emphasize their interconnection.

 Transportation policies should focus on connecting transportation nodes. Examples
include linking Downtown to the metro station, linking the Sugarland Run Trail to the
Metro Parking Garage. The Towns trail system should tie into and contribute to a regional
trail network.

 Traffic patterns in the Downtown need to be evaluated. New development may cause
changes in traffic. Existing assumptions on traffic management may need to be
reevaluated. The possibility of creating one-way streets to alleviate traffic congestion
should be considered.

 Grade separated crossings are needed for the W&OD Trail at its intersections with both
Van Buren Street and Elden Street.
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 What are the transportation impacts going to be with the new rail station?

Housing Comments

 Affordable Housing Policies need to be considered. Town should review how affordable
housing is dealt with in other jurisdictions and create best practice polices on addressing
affordable housing

Environmental Comments

 There should comprehensive guidelines on overarching environmental polices that show
an interconnectivity to all elements of the plan, such as link to transportation, open space,
stormwater management, solid waste policies, etc.

 Herndon should be a leader in environmental initiatives in the region.

 Herndon should create measurable environmental goals to gauge how well the Town is
achieving them. Example – Fairfax County has a plan where they have measured the
existing tree canopy and they are setting a goal to increase the canopy by 10%. Herndon
should have such goals.

 Comprehensive Plan should contain policies about invasive plant removal and it should
support and encourage the planting of native species and explain the environmental
significance of this action.

 Other environmental policies should include – eliminating the Ash borer, being a carbon
neutral Town or creating goals that will reduce our carbon footprint.

 Plan should contain policies on conservation easements and should designate certain sites
as conservation areas such as Runnymede Park and the golf course.

 Plan should have policies on green space versus open space.

 There should be policies on creating incentives to be more environmentally conscious,
such as creating prime parking spaces for clean fuel vehicles and using green building
materials in construction.

 Town should support LEED certification for public and private development.

 Tree designations

 Use technology to help achieve environmental goals.
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 Examine European examples of sustainable communities.

 Herndon should be known as a “green town” – we are environmentally sensitive and our
environmental policies are cost effective for the Town.

Other Comments

 Consider making the time horizon shorter.

 Plan needs to include policies on technology and its use for creating access to public
communication, such as WI-FI.

Public Involvement in Comprehensive Plan Process

 How to increase attendance at public meetings on Plan

 Email campaign

 Televise public meetings on HCTV

 Advertise

 Bring in photos of what people want or do not want to see.

 Create a web site that shows pictures of different land development patterns and that
allows feedback on what people like or do not like.

 Identify interest groups.

 Create slide show and have Planning Commission members talk to interested groups
such as neighborhood associations.

 Create an email survey that ask questions about preferences on density, rail station
development using pictures and graphics.


